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NOTES AND COMMENT
The story of Tallahassee, of St. Joseph, of early
Jacksonville holds a nearer and a greater interest for
most of us than does that of colonial St. Augustine
and Pensacola, of St. Marks, of New Smyrna. All of
the latter take us back into a century in which none
of us have lived, but more, they take us to a country
which seems nearly as far from our own Florida as
are the countries from whence came the people who
lived in those old towns. Only a handful of present-day
Floridians are descendants of those. who lived here before Florida became territory of the United States.
Practically all of these were settlers during the second
Spanish occupation. Perhaps not half-a-dozen families still in existence here came to Florida during the
English occupation. It would be of much interest to
know whether any family has lived in Florida continuously from the period of the first Spanish occupation to the present.
The history of Florida since 1821 is (or so it seems
to the editors, even though the families of both come
down from a former period) a narration of events and
activities almost of our own early lives; and (or so
it seems) the happenings during those other periods
might almost have occurred in Spain and in England.
Hence the story of the St. Joseph which is gone, and
that of the old Tallahassee which is fast going, is more
stirring and of greater import than is that of the dead
St. Augustine.
It is monotonous to repeat what is said on all sides
-that the history of Florida is still to be written.
There is no adequate history of the State ; it would be
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impossible to write such a one at the present time.
Source materials for the work must first be collected,
and all of those now in existence for the period of our
own hundred years are distressingly meager.
When Dr. James 0. Knauss came to Florida several years ago to teach history at the Florida State
College for Women, he was soon aware of this lack,
and especially the need for a general knowledge of
what little has been preserved. He determined to do
what he could to supply this latter deficiency. The
most important single source for that century’s history is the newspapers. So taking the first, the territorial, period, 1821-1845, he made an extensive and intensive search during more than two years to locate,
examine, and list all copies of Florida papers in existence. The greater part of his spare time and his vacations were spent in correspondence and active search.
He went to Key West to examine files there; to Pensacola ; to Worcester, Massachusetts, to see the files in
the collection of the American Antiquarian Society ;
he saw those in New York City ; and worked some
weeks in those in the Library of Congress. The results
have now appeared in Territorial Florida Journalism,
one of the outstanding secondary studies,’and the one
greatest help for the future historian, of that important period, in Florida. The volume is far more than a
check-list of all known copies of these Florida newspapers-but it will be reviewed in an early number of the
Q UAR T ERLY .

Jean Ribaut, The Whole & True Discouerye of
Terra Florida, Jeannette Thurber Connor’s third contribution to the writing of Florida’s history, has come
from the press. The volume consists of a facsimile reprint of the English edition (London, 1563) of Ribaut’s
Terra Florida; a transcript of what was probably the
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original manuscript of that work, with notes by H. M.
Biggar ; a biography of Ribaut, by Mrs. Connor; her
address before the Florida Daughters of the American
Revolution on the discovery of LeMoyne’s picture of
the Ribaut column planted near the mouth of the St.
Johns River; and an essay on the site of Charlesfort,
by A. S. Salley, Jr.
The book is pleasing throughout. While its publication is not the event to the historian of Florida that
the appearance of her former works was, it is of real
value to him, and is of even greater interest than they
were to the bibliophile and the collector. Her Ribaut
now supplements her Menendez and-if any historical
narrative can be called complete-completes for us the
story of the most moving as well as outstanding episode of Florida’s early history.
C. Roy Watson, of Marco, has written a series of
readable and worthwhile sketches, History of Ten
Thousand Islands of Florida, which have been published in four issues of the American Eagle, of Estero.
He says in his introduction-“This little history was
written as a new era was dawning in the Ten Thousand Islands and the older generation of settlers was
fast passing. The author spent many hours listening
to the reminiscences of the old-timers. The Islands
are really very rich in the lore of adventure and anecdote . . . . and this little history may serve as an
outline and compendium of historical data for the section.” He has given copies of the sketches to the
library of the Society where they will be carefully preserved and where they will be available to any one interested in reading them.
Throughout Florida there are many towns, localities, and districts where present conditions are identical with those of his own section-where early events,
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often stirring, sometimes important, are fast being
forgotten, and of which little or nothing has been recorded. Few of the actors, or those who knew the
actors, are still living. Soon it will be impossible to
make any record of these happenings, and the early
history of that place or section must always remain
more or less unknown.
There has been a recent awakening to this local
need here and there in the State, but in many other
places whose history is of equal interest and importance nothing has been done. Mr. Watson has found
much pleasure in collecting and recording this material ; and, so far as known, every one without exception
who has undertaken any work of this nature has felt
a steadily growing interest and satisfaction in it. Several local histories were written in Florida during
former generations the authors of which are remembered by their communities only because of that work,
and their names will be known by a few at least as long
as those distinct localities remain.
During the past quarter fifty-eight members have
been added to the roll of the Society. Nine members
have been lost by death during this time, and several
names have been taken from the list because of unpaid
dues. On March 17 the roll shows three hundred and
sixty-four members in good standing. The fifty-eight
new members live in every part of Florida and a few
without the State.
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